
 

Pastoral Leadership Team 
 Rev. Dennis A. Suglia, Pastor  

 Deacon Joseph Mystkowski 

 Deacon Frank Rivera 

 Deacon George Riegger, Retired  

 Theresa Ellner, Business Manager                     

 Michael Lofaro, Administrator, 

     Faith Formation  

 Frances McMahon, Director, 

     Faith Formation & Music Ministers  

 Justin McMahon, Director, 

     Parish Social Ministry  

 Lori Zito, Director,  

    Parish Ministries & Events      

Eucharist:   
Sat: 5pm; Sunday: 7:30am, 9:00am & 11am    
Parish Center: M, Tu, Th and Fr: @ 8:30am.  
Holy Days as announced. 
 

Baptisms:   
Celebrated on pre-determined Sunday 
afternoons. Prior to making plans, call 
Parish Center for Baptism dates, for 
preparation class dates, and important 
information regarding Godparents. 
 

Reconciliation/Confession : 
For those seeking spiritual healing.   
Saturday: 4:00 to 4:30 pm in the Sacristy or 
by appointment 631-475-4506, Ext. 101 or 
email dsuglia@drvc.org   

 

Confirmation:   
In the Fall for the youth of  the parish.  
Adults and young adults can also be 
confirmed at Pentecost.  Please call the Faith 
Formation Office. 
 

Marriage: 
Friday @ 3, 4:30, 6pm; Saturday @ 11:00am, 
12:30pm, & 2:00pm.  Arrangements must be 
made one year prior to the requested date.  
Please be aware that all the Sacraments of   
Initiation should have been celebrated prior 
to the requested wedding date and Pre-Cana 
preparation is required. No plans should be 
made prior to meeting with a priest or 
deacon. 
 

Anointing of  the Sick: & Dying:   
Every second Friday of  the month @ 
8:30am Mass or call the Rectory at 631-475-
0418 any time.  For those needing surgery or 
serious medical treatment.   

St. Sylvester R. C. Church 
68 Ohio Avenue, Medford, NY  11763 

www.stsylvesterli.org 

(631) 475-4506 

A community praying, growing, serving & welcoming in Jesus Christ. 

August 11, 2019                                           
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time     

“Faith is the realization of what is 
hoped for and evidence of things  

not seen.”     Hebrews 11:1 



Please note summer hours for the Parish Office! 
Parish Office: (631) 475-4506 ext 101;   Fax  (631) 475-1057; email: parishoffice@stsylvesterli.org 
 Mon. Tues. Thurs. 9am-12pm & 1-5pm; Wed. 9am-12 & 1-8:30pm; Fri. 9am-12pm & 1-3pm;  
Sun. 9:30am-12:30pm    
  

Faith Formation Office: (631) 475-4506, ext. 118; email:  faithformation@stsylvesterli.org 
Please call (631)475-4506, ext. 118 to make an appointment and we will be happy to serve you! 
 

Parish Social Ministry at Clare House: (631) 475-4506, ext. 122;  Fax  (631) 475-6058 
Mon. 10am - 3pm ; Wed 10am - 3pm  & 4pm - 7pm ;  Fri. 10am - 12pm 
  

HELP PROTECT OUR CHILDREN 
TO REPORT SEXUAL ABUSE involving diocesan personnel, priests, deacons, teachers, employees or volunteers at schools or churches in the  Diocese of Rockville Centre, please call our confidential 

hotline number at 1-516-594-9063 and speak with Mary McMahon, LCSW, Director.  

 

 IF YOU SUSPECT a child or vulnerable adult is being—or has been abused, call the New York State Hotline phone number:  1-800-342-3720 

 

 If you suspect someone is in immediate danger, call 911. 

Office Information 

Visit our website at: www.stsylvesterli.org 

 
Saturday, August 10, 2019 
5:00pm James Donaghy (8th Anniversary) 
 Bridget & Stephen Finn 
 Sarah & James Donaghy & Family 
 Helga & Paul Poola 
 Rudy Hauck 
 
Sunday, August 11, 2019 
7:30am       Charles T. Bellizzi (1st Anniversary) 
9:00am       Alvin Oickle 
11:00am     Daniel Cella 
 
Monday, August 12, 2019 
8:30am The People of St. Sylvester 
 
Tuesday, August 13, 2019 
8:30am The People of St. Sylvester  
 
Wednesday, August 14, 2019 
5:00pm The People of St. Sylvester (Church) 
 
Thursday, August 15, 2019 
8:30am The People of St. Sylvester (Church) 
7:00pm Charles Bellizzi (Church) 
 
Friday, August 16, 2019 
8:30am The People of St. Sylvester 
 
Saturday, August 17, 2019 
5:00pm James A. Perry 
 Linda Valentine 
 Charles Homan 
 Lorraine Owens 
 John Kalaydjian  
 
Sunday, August 18, 2019 
7:30am Maria & Manuel Fernandes 
9:00am Charles Human 
11:00am Richard Daly 
   

We Pray 
In order to keep our Sick List up to date, we will 
remove all names at the end of each month.      
Simply call or email the Parish Office if you 
wish to place someone on the list.  Please re-
member that for the sake of privacy, this request 
must be made by either the sick person him/
herself, or by an immediate family member. 
 

We pray for all who are sick, especially . . . 
 

Bob Prentiss, Pam Hinton, Nina Caravana, Rosemarie  
Orrico, Donald Orrico, Vivian DeMello, Andrew 
D’Souza , Beatrice D’Souza, Joan McGrattan, Barbara 
Bellassai, Jim Newkirk, Agnes Cantarelli, Frank Cayea, 
Elizabeth Pagano, Paul Mazza, Andy Magyar, Baby 
Emma Connolly, Anthony O’Brien. 

We pray for all those who have died, especially: 

Maria Russo, Maureen Connolly, Alice Farello,  Barbara 

Chin-Sang, Marie Grimaldi, and Agnes Marion Clark. 

The Bread and Wine 
 used at this weekend’s liturgies 

are the gifts of   
Theresa Vilardo 

in loving memory of 
Charles Bellizzi 

Congratulations and God’s Blessings on  
Lucy & Gaetano Curatolo who  

celebrated their GoldenWedding  
Anniversary by renewing their vows  

here last Saturday.  



 

 

Pastor’s Column 

SS Medford 

19
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

For All the Saints 

August 11, 2019 

This past Tuesday, we celebrated the Feast of 

the Transfiguration. Next Thursday, we cele-

brate the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, a holy day of obligation. 

These two great feasts of Jesus and Mary help 

us to unpack the "mystery of faith." Every time 

we attend Mass, we hear those words sung or 

spoken. Faith is a mystery, a consent to some-

thing beyond our total comprehension. God is 

greater than us, much greater. It rests then that 

He must be beyond our understanding. Saint 

Anselm gives us this: The study of God (our 

faith, theology) is faith seeking understanding. 

In the Transfiguration, Jesus shows himself in 

his glorified body. He does so to just a select 

few of his followers, and he appears speaking 

with Moses and Elijah. These are two of the 

super Prophets of Israel. 

We may wonder why he chooses just a few to 

reveal his glorified body? There on Mount Ta-

bor are only Peter, James, and John. The three 

would be key players in the early days of 

Christianity: Peter, our first Pope, James, the 

first Bishop of Jerusalem and John as Evangel-

ist, Prophet and the one who Jesus entrusted 

the care of his Mother to. 

Speaking of Mary, her Assumption was de-

clared on Saints Day in 1950 by Pope Pius 

XII. The question of Mary being assumed into 

Heaven was a profound spiritual question that 

was debated about for years among theologi-

ans around the world. Finally, in the late 

1940s, Pope Pius asked that the Bishops of the 

world gather these opinions and send them to 

the Vatican so he could pray and, with God's 

guidance, decide if this Dogma should be de-

clared. 

He did and what the Dogma of the Assumption 

means is that Mary was lifted body and soul 

directly into Heaven at the end of her earthly 

days. Jesus loves his Mother so much that he 

lifts her instantly into Heaven when she fin-

ishes her earthly pilgrimage. What a most fit-

ting tribute to His earthly Mother that helps us 

understand His mercy, compassion, and love 

for creation. 

Our Feasts on the Catholic Calendar are meant 

to inspire us to holiness as we examine the 

mystical events and persons that dot creation 

history and our tradition. They help us take a 

supernatural outlook so that we may focus 

what awaits those who are the just and the 

good. It is never too late to start; God's effica-

cious mercy is ever-flowing. Let us contem-

plate the transcendent truths of our faith so that 

we may live every moment as supernatural 

people. 

 
Yours in Christ, 

 

 

Father Suglia 







 

Assumption of Our Lady  
Holy Day of Obligation ~Thursday, August 15th

  
 

In preparation for the feast of the Assumption of Our Lady, which commemorates the end of 

her earthly life and assumption into heaven, Fr. Suglia would like to have a novena said.     

Beginning Tuesday, August 6th and going nine consecutive days ending Wednesday, August 

14th, a novena will be said before morning Mass in the Worship Room of the Parish Center, 

beginning at 8:15AM.  A novena can be said both publicly and privately.  On Wednesday   

during the week when morning Mass is not held, the    

Worship Room will be opened for those who would like to 

say the novena together.  The Worship Room will not be 

opened on Saturday morning, August 10th, and Sunday 

morning, August 11th, so you may wish to say the novena 

privately those days. 

On Tuesday, August 13th, in the spirit of community, there 

will be hospitality after the morning Mass in the East Wing 

of the Parish Center. 

What is a Novena? 

A novena is a vocal prayer, or series of vocal prayers, that 

you commit to praying over an extended period of 

time. Most novenas are directed to God through a particu-

lar saint (e.g. the St. Joseph Novena), so you are asking for 

the saint’s prayers each day for a specific intention. Some 

novenas are longer (e.g. the 30-day St. Joseph Novena or 

the 54-day Rosary novena), but traditionally they are nine 

days. These prayers are usually linked to a specific devo-

tion (for instance, a devotion to a particular saint) or litur-

gical celebration (a novena for Pentecost).  When we use 

this kind of prayer, we align our minds and hearts with the meaning of the words, giving God 

praise, renewing our faith and trust, asking God for things we need or desire, or all of the 

above.  

The first novena was inspired by Christ Himself who, at the time of His Ascension into 

Heaven, told the Apostles to prepare for the coming of the Holy Spirit (at Pentecost); the 

Apostles went to Jerusalem and prayed with our Blessed Mother for nine days, awaiting the 

gift of the Spirit (Acts 1). The Holy Spirit then descended upon Mary and the Apostles in the 

Upper Room. The Novena to the Holy Spirit is the first novena.  

 

As Matthew Kelly says, “a Holy Moment is when you make yourself completely available to 

God.” So please join fellow parishioners during these nine days leading up to the feast of the 

Assumption of Our Lady and turn this novena into your “Holy Moment.” 



On-Line Registration Has Been Extended  
Until August 18, 2019! 

 

Please go to www.stsylvesterli.org and click on 

Faith Formation and then Registration. 
 

If you are interested in serving as a  

Teacher/Catechist,  
please call 631-475-4506 X 118  

or email  

faithformation@stsylvesterli.org  
 

In the fall, we will have the  

following opportunities for Teachers/Catechists: 
 

Level 4 ~  Mondays 5:45 to 6:45 p.m. 

OR   
Wednesday ~ 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 

 

Level 5 ~  Tuesday 5:45 
 

Level 6 ~ Tuesday 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.  
 

Home Taught Level 4 ~ 6 specific Saturdays  

10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Parish Social Ministry 

All Are Welcome!!!! 
Did you know that we have an  

Individualized Faith Formation Program 
for children with special needs? 

 

If your child has special needs, and has been  

diagnosed with: 

Autism 

ADD or ADHD 

Reading Disability 

Cognitive Speech Delay 

ODD or Other Behavioral Concerns 

Sensory Processing Disorder 

Other Health Impairment 
 

 ....please know that there is a place for your child  

in the St. Sylvester Faith Formation and  

Sacramental Program.  We have been blessed with 

volunteers who are educated and experienced in 

working with children with special needs  

and their families.   

Please call the Faith Formation office at  

631-475-4506, Ext 118  

so that we can help in placing your child in the class 

that will be most beneficial for them. 

Faith Formation 



Stewardship 

Gifts of Treasure 

August 4, 2019 
 

Regular ~ $8,512 

Renovation ~ $389 

 Solar ~ $170 

Catholic Ministries Appeal 2019 
Designated Goal:                          $65,800.00 

Amount Pledged to Date:               $40,575.00 

% of Goal Pledged to Date:                       61.7%  

Number of Donors to Date:                          139 

 Your donation can make a difference! 

 Make checks payable to: Catholic Ministries Appeal 

 
Parish: St. Sylvester Church 
 
Name: _____________________________ 
  
Address: _______________________________ 
 
                _______________________________ 
 Phone: ________________________________ 
  

Please place in collection basket  
or return to the Parish Center.  Thank you. 

Called to Evangelize   Formation      Hospitality          Prayer              Service 

Reflection 
In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus stresses the    

importance of doing what is good now.  We do 

not know the hour the Lord is coming, or when 

we are called home, so we must constantly be   

doing good for the Lord. 
  

Living Stewardship…Formation 
Today is always the best time to make a change 

for the better.  If you don’t already have a set 

time for prayer everyday, begin today.  See when 

the next available time for Confession is here at 

the parish and make a commitment today to go.  

CHIRISTMAS IN JULY? 
Believe it our not, we are already 

planning for this year’s Holiday 

Fair.!! 
 
Our Holiday Fair Crafters will 

begin meeting twice monthly in the evenings 

on Wednesday, September 4th  to plan and 

create items for our November 16th & 17th 

Fair.  If you are interested in joining them, 

please contact Lori Zito in the Parish Minis-

try & Events Office by calling 631-475-4506, 

ext. 115 or by emailing to 

lzito@stsylvesterli.org . 
 
We will also begin accepting donations in  

September of new items, event & movie tick-

ets, etc. for our Holiday Fair raffle baskets.  

Thank you for your generosity !! 

Thrift Shop Request  
 

Our Thrift Shop is in need of all summer/

early fall clothing, especially men’s jeans and 

children’s clothing. Please bring all new and 

gently used items during business hours. 
 
They are also seeking someone who can help 

bring bags of unusable, soiled or rained on 

items to the dumpsters on Monday mornings.  

If you are able to assist us in this way, please 

contact Lori Zito in the Parish Ministries   

Office, 631-475-4506, ext. 115. 

“Stewardship is discipleship.  We strive to put 

God first in all things and to follow where Our 

Lord might lead. “      

                            ~  Archdiocese of  St. Louis 
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Parish Life 



What’s Happening? 

 

Prayer Groups 
Please see the Website for more details  

for Prayer Group Meetings 
  

Holy Hour & Adoration 

2nd Friday of the month ~ 8pm ~ WR 
  

Charismatic Prayer Group 

1st, 3rd & 4th Fridays of the month ~ 8pm  

Worship Room 
  

Women’s Prayer Group 

3rd Tuesday of the month~ 7pm ~ EW 

(In August meets on the 3rd Wednesday; no July meeting 

scheduled) 
  

Legion of Mary 

Tuesdays ~ 1:30pm ~ Room 8 
  

Spanish Legion of Mary 

 Wednesdays ~ 5:45pm ~ Room 9 (summer hours) 
  

Third Order of Carmelites 

3rd Friday of the month  Mass ~ 7pm ~  

Worship Room Meeting ~ 8pm ~ East Wing  
 

First Saturday Devotion 

First Saturday of the Month 9am to 10 am Worship Room 

Support Groups 
Al-Anon 

Meets every Thursday 9:30am to 12:00pm 

 

Compassionate Friends  
Second Friday of the Month at 7:30pm to 10:00pm 

 

Over-Eaters Anonymous  
Will return in the fall. 

 

Moving On Widows/Widowers  

Peer Support Group 
Will return in the fall. 

 

Divorced & Separated Support 
 

If you are going through the pain of marital separa-

tion or divorce, we have a parishioner with a degree 

in psychology and a background in social work who 

will be happy to meet with you here in the Parish 

Center to support you at this difficult time.  Please 

contact our Parish  Social Ministry Office at Ext. 

122 if you would like to set up an appointment. 

Get Involved! 
 

Drawing Class   
Mondays 10am to 12pm East Wing  

 

Art Class  
Tuesdays 9am to 12pm Patricia Desmond Hall 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry  
First Wednesday of the Month 10:30am to 12pm in 

the East Wing  

 

Art Class  
Saturdays 9am to 12pm Patricia Desmond Hall  

 

Senior Circle of Friends 
Second and Fourth Fridays of the Month 

12pm to 2:30pm (summer hours) 

Attention Volunteers and Any 
Interested Adult  

 

There will be an awareness training session… 

 “Protecting god’s children” 

(Also known as Virtus) 

On Wednesday, August 28, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. 

in the East Wing of the Parish Center 
 

This training, required by the Diocese of Rockville 

Centre for all volunteers, instructs adults in the              

importance of continuous awareness and vigilance 

in order to maintain a safe and healthy environment  

in our parish and community. 
 

The goals of the session are  
to help adults understand: 

 * The signs of sexual abuse. 

 *The methods and means by which  

               offenders commit abuse. 

 *The five-empowerment steps one can use     

   to prevent abuse. 
 

You may register at www.virtus.org and 

click on the VIRTUS online link. 

Questions please call the Parish Office at 

631-475-4506, Ext. 101 


